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Cancer is and will continue to form a substantial proportion of the global burden of disease. 
The estimated number of new cases is expected to rise from 10 million in the year 2000 to 
15 million by 2020. The majority of these cases (60%) will be in less developed countries 
where resources are scarce.

Over the past 50 years the concept of cancer surveillance has evolved mainly to focus on 
population-based cancer registries, such as the Oman National Cancer Registry (ONCR), 
as the core component for prevention and control activities. The role of such registries is to 
assess the magnitude of cancer burden and its future trends over time as well as forming a 
solid base for research, control and prevention activities.

This year, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), a leading agency of the 
World Health Organization, has published Oman's data in its prestigious publication 
"Cancer Incidence in Five Continents" Volume VIII, 2002" following a thorough review and 
evaluation of the ONCR and its data. This makes Oman the second Arab Nation to publish 
its data in such a publication.

To keep trends with international developments, this years data were upgraded and 
analysed using the International Classification of Diseases for Oncology version 3 (ICDO-
3) codes instead of ICDO-2. Further, the analysis software, CanReg-3 wal also upgraded to 
Can Reg-4 with technical assistance from the IARC. A table showing hospital deaths due to 
cancer in 2002 has also been included in this report.

Locally, this year the Ministry of Health has initiated the project of building the first 
radiotherapy unit in Oman as part of its commitment to provide necessary cancer treatment 
facilities to Omani patients. This will spare patients the agony of travelling abroad for such 
treatment.

Regionally, the Ministry of Health in Oman has worked closely with the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries and the State of Yemen, to develop a joint plan of action for cancer 
control and prevention in close collaboration with the IARC. Internationally, Oman has 
strongly supported and actively participated in crafting the first international treaty to curb 
the tobacco epidemic through the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC).

Finally, on behalf of the National Cancer Control Committee, I would like to thank all the 
health professionals working in the referral and regional hospitals and sister institutions of 
the Ministry of Health for their cooperation and notification of cases to the registry. I also 
thank the staff of the Department of Surveillance and Non-Communicable Disease Control 
for their commitment and dedication in bringing out this publication. I hope this report will 
provide useful information to those interested in the study of cancer in the Sultanate of 
Oman.

Chairman of the National Cancer Control Committee
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This diagram is not an authority on international boundaries
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This diagram is not an authority on international boundaries
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Figure 3 : Regional Distribution of Incident Cases
(Incidence rates are per 100,000 population)
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* Incidence per 100,000 per year

Hodgkin's Non - Hodgkin's



Hodgkin's Lymphoma
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Figure 4 : Incidence of Hodgkin's Lymphoma by Region
(Incidence rates are per 100,000 population)
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Figure 5 : Incidence of Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma by Region
(Incidence rates are per 100,000 population)
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